
 

 

13th December 2016 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

I am writing to you to share further information about English GCSEs. As you may be aware, the 

new English GCSE specifications were introduced in September 2015. Your son/daughter is 

currently studying for two English GCSEs, to be examined in the summer of 2018 and 2019. Both 

GCSEs are linear which means they are assessed only on exam performance, unlike recent years 

which have included coursework and Speaking and Listening components.  

 

Please find below the outline of your son/daughter’s GCSE course: 

English Language 

1 GCSE 

Two examinations, externally assessed: 

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 

Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives 

 

English Literature 

1 GCSE 

Two examinations, externally assessed: 

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th-century Novel (Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’ and Dickens’ ‘A 

Christmas Carol’) 

Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry (Priestley’s ‘An Inspector Calls’) 

  

Both of the English Literature examinations are closed book which means your child will not be 

allowed a copy of the exam text in the exam hall. Familiarity with the texts is essential and we 

would recommend that you purchase copies of the texts for your son/daughter to revise from. They 

can also use these copies in class and make notes in them. Although we provide copies to be used 

in lessons, the students cannot write in them so personal copies would be a valuable revision tool. 

I have also included the details for a selection of revision guides for English Language. 

Information about the editions we use in school is below but any copy is acceptable. 

 



 

 

A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens 

Collins Classics 

ISBN: 978-0-00-735086-5 

Macbeth by William Shakespeare 

Longman School Shakespeare 

ISBN: 978-1-4082-3686-4 

An Inspector Calls by J.B. Priestley 

Heinemann 

ISBN: 978-0-435232-82-5 

CGP Revision Guides: 

New GCSE English Language AQA Revision Guide - for the Grade 9-1 Course: 

ISBN: 1782943692 

New GCSE English Language AQA Complete Revision & Practice - Grade 9-1 Course 

ISBN: 1782944141 

There are also revision guides available for English Literature texts (An Inspector Calls, Macbeth 
and A Christmas Carol) at the address below: 

https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/School/books_gcse_english_new.books_gcse_english_settexts  

If you would like to purchase any copies of these Literature texts through the school, or would like 

any help with the cost of these, then please do not hesitate to contact me by telephone or email me 

at l.richardson@belmontschool.org.uk 

Yours sincerely 

  

 Lucy Richardson 

Curriculum Team Leader for English 

   

https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/School/books_gcse_english_new.books_gcse_english_settexts

